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Roof Deck Spacing Technical Information Sheet # 168 
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To Whom It May Concern: 
 
CertainTeed shingles must be applied to a wood roof deck consisting of minimum 3/8” 
thick plywood, minimum 7/16” thick non-veneer (e.g., OSB), or nominal 1” thick wood 
boards (recommended maximum 6” nominal width). Plywood panels and non-veneer OSB 
panels should be installed with a 1/8” spacing between them or as specified by the 
manufacturer or as recommended by APA.  

Wood board decks should have a maximum of 1/4" gap in between the boards; if spacing 
is 1/8” to 1/4", install a double layer of water-resistant underlayment such as 
CertainTeed’s Roofers Select™, RoofRunner™ or DiamondDeck™ (or where appropriate, a 
waterproofing underlayment that meets ASTM D1970 such as CertainTeed’s 
WinterGuard™).  Take special care while installing the underlayment and shingles to 
ensure that the fasteners are not placed into the gaps, but still fall within CertainTeed’s 
specified target fastening areas to ensure solid adequate nail-holding power. If the 
spacing is greater than 1/4”, CertainTeed requires the application of a layer of plywood or 
non-veneer OSB/WB panels over the existing wood board deck.  

For wood board decks that are greater than 6” nominal width, the roofing contractor 
and/or design professional must determine if the boards provide a smooth structural 
substrate upon which shingles can be applied (e.g., boards are not warped, buckled or 
rotted) and if the wood board deck meets local building code requirements.  
 
If the boards do not provide an acceptable substrate or do not meet building code, then 
either install an acceptable deck over the wood board deck or cut the boards in half 
lengthwise as described on the next page: 
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• Cut through the center of the entire length of each board with a hand-held power 

saw, being careful not to cut into the rafter more than 1/8". This will create a new 
joint in the center of each board, resulting in wood board decking that is narrower 
than 6".  Fasten each side of the boards next to the new joint at every rafter using 8d 
nails. 

 
Or…… 
 
• Install a layer of plywood or OSB panels over the wood board deck. Install, space, and 

fasten the panels per the recommendations of the panel manufacturer.  Trim the 
panels as necessary so that panel joints do not align with wood board joints.   

 
 
All roof decks must meet local building code requirements.  CertainTeed shall not have 
any liability or responsibility under the warranty for a) Defects or damage caused by 
materials used as a roofing base over which CertainTeed shingles are applied, b) Damage 
to CertainTeed shingles caused by settlement, distortion, deterioration, failure or cracking 
of the roof deck, or c) Defects or failure caused by application of CertainTeed shingles not 
in adherence with the written instructions of CertainTeed. Furthermore, fastening and 
installation requirements for the roof deck, acceptability of insulation and determination 
of need for vapor retarders are the responsibility of the deck manufacturer and the deck 
system designer.   NOTE: This Technical Information Sheet supersedes all previously 
published information in CertainTeed’s Shingle Applicator’s Manual, Technical 
Information Sheets and other installation instructions. 

 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Technical Services Department 
CertainTeed Roofing 
 
 


